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Hagan Wins All-Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Funny Car Final at Brainerd International
Raceway
Don Schumacher Racing (DSR) pilot Matt Hagan powered his Mopar Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Funny
Car from a fourth place qualifying position at 39th annual Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals to his second victory in
the last five National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) Camping World Series events
Hagan captured his first victory at Brainerd International Raceway and his 38th career Funny Car Wally
trophy in an all-Dodge final round showdown against No. 2 qualifier and fellow HEMI-powered driver Cruz
Pedregon
Runner-up finish for Cruz Pedregon and his Snap-On Tools Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat after qualifying No.
2 with a career best elapsed time run of 3.874 seconds
Ron Capps drove his DSR Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat to a quarterfinal appearance and remains top-five in
points and within 25 points of the lead heading into the final regular season event
Leah Pruett and her DSR Mopar Dodge//SRT Dragster come away from Brainerd fourth in Top Fuel points
standings heading to the NHRA’s prestigious Dodge//SRT U.S. Nationals in Indianapolis

August 22, 2021, Brainerd, Minnesota - It was an all-Dodge final at the 39th annual Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals with
Don Schumacher Racing (DSR) pilot Matt Hagan powering the Mopar Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat to his first victory
at Brainerd International Raceway by defeating fellow HEMI®-powered driver Cruz Pedregon. It was Hagan’s 38th
career Wally trophy and his second win of the 2021 NHRA Camping World Series season.
After qualifying No. 4 on the eliminations ladder, Hagan put together a string of consistent runs and round wins over
Dale Creasy Jr., Paul Lee and No. 1 qualifier Bob Tasca III to advance to his 69th career final round. That paired him
with No. 2 qualifier Pedregon and his hard charging Snap-on Tools Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat for their first final
round showdown in over ten years.
Hagan’s quick 0.051-second reaction time gave the DSR Mopar Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat an early lead from
which he never looked back on his way to a 3.923 second elapsed time run at 327.98 mph to defeat Pedregon’s
0.106-second light and solid 3.935 sec./324.83 mph pass and capture his second win in five national events.
Hagan’s two victories this season were both “firsts” in that they were both earned at venues at which he had never
won. Earning the coveted Wally at the Dodge//SRT Mile-High Nationals in July and Sunday’s drive to the winner’s
circle at Brainerd helped propel the defending NHRA Funny Car World Champion into the points lead for the first time
this season with just one event remaining for racers to lock themselves into the “Countdown to the Championship”
playoff.
That last race of the regular season will be the 68th edition of the NHRA’s cornerstone event and world’s biggest
drag-racing competition – the Dodge//SRT U.S. Nationals in Indianapolis on Labor Day weekend.
For their part, the Cruz Pedregon Racing team and the Snap-on Tools Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat have shown
season-long consistent and steady improvement that included a win at the Norwalk event in June. Following up his
semifinal appearance last weekend in Topeka, Kansas, Pedregon put his HEMI-powered ride No. 2 on the
eliminations ladder with a career best 3.874-second pass at 324.67 mph.
He then continued to impress with hard fought side-by side battles and round wins over Gary Densham, defending
event champ Ron Capps and J.R. Todd with a series of 3.9-second runs (3.907/3.908/3.933) before adding another

3.935 effort in his loss to Hagan. With his runner-up finish, Pedregon remains eighth on the Funny Car leaderboard
heading with one regular season event left.
DSR driver of the Pennzoil Synthetics/NAPA AUTO PARTS Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat, Capps, qualified in the top
half of the eliminations ladder for the 11th time in 12 events. The six-time and defending Brainerd champ was seeded
seventh and lined up next to No. 10 John Force to kick off race day. Capps had the quicker start and a solid 3.953second lap to turn on win lights against Force who had trouble early in his run.
Capps' quarterfinal match-up with Pedregon was a terrific side-by-side battle from start to finish with nearly identical
launches – a 0.076-second reaction time to Pedregon’s 0.075 – and identical speeds at 325.45 mph, with the only
difference coming at the stripe with Capps’ 3.935-second lap to Pedregon 3.908-second winning run. Capps leaves
Brainerd ranked fifth in the Funny Car standings but less than one round out from the leader.
Also a defending event winner at Brainerd International Raceway, DSR’s Top Fuel pilot Leah Pruett kicked off
qualifying looking strong and posting the second-best pass of the Q1 session. With what ended up being her quickest
run of the weekend, a 3.789 second pass at 319.90 mph aboard her Mopar Dodge//SRT dragster, Pruett’s best
qualifying lap also gave her a berth into the NHRA’s 2021 “Countdown to the Championship” ensuring she’ll finish
the season in the Top 10 for a sixth consecutive year. While subsequent qualifying runs were hampered by a few
issues that the DSR team worked to get resolved by race time, her first qualifying lap was good enough to put her
eighth on the eliminations ladder.
Pruett rolled her HEMI-powered machine to the start line for a first round matchup with No. 5 seed Justin Ashley, but
saw her hopes of defending her event title go up in tire smoke right off the hit of the throttle. With just one event left
before the playoffs begin, Pruett remains fourth in Top Fuel standings.
The NHRA Camping World Series now prepares to head to drag racing's most prestigious event, the Dodge//SRT
U.S. Nationals at Indianapolis, September 1-5, which features a unique points-and-a-half format and will see racers
jostling for position before the points are reset and the field tightens heading into the “Countdown to the
Championship” playoffs.
ADDITIONAL NOTES and QUOTES
FUNNY CAR:
Matt Hagan, DSR Mopar Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Redeye
(No. 4 Qualifier – 3.891 seconds at 328.06 mph)
Round 1: (0.089-second reaction time, 3.911 seconds at 328.30 mph) defeats to No. 13 Dale Creasy Jr.
(0.080/4.031/311.85)
Round 2: (0.070/ 3.928/323/27) defeats No. 5 Paul Lee (0.095/3.911/329.18)
Round 3: (0.065/3.932/328.30) defeats No. Bob Tasca (0.076/3.940/329.10)
Round 4: (0.051/3.923/327.98) defeats No. 2 Cruz Pedregon (0.106/3.935/324.83)
“I’ve been racing for so long, and it’s great to knock this one off the list and add a Brainerd trophy to the shelf. We
want to win every race, and at every race track, so I’m especially glad we got it done today. We’re trying to get
where we should be. After coming off of such a strong championship run last year, you come out and expect to set
the world on fire, and we just haven’t been able to do that. But (Crew Chief) Dickie Venables, you give the guy
enough shots at the race track, he’s a bad man. I just want to do my job up there. I really pride myself in leaving the
starting line really well, and it’s going to take these tough packages. You’re going to have leave good, and you’re
going to have to race good, and that’s what we’re doing with this Mopar Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat.”
Ron Capps, DSR Pennzoil Synthetics/NAPA AUTO PARTS Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat
(No. 7 Qualifier – 3.922 seconds at 325.22 mph)
Round 1: (0.050-second reaction time, 3.953 seconds at 323.35 mph) defeats No. 10 John Force
(0.066/6.205/112.01)
Round 2: (0.076/3.935/325.45) loss to No. 2 Cruz Pedregon (0.075/3.908/325.45)
“We always talk about Brainerd being such a pivotal race heading into the Countdown. We have Indy coming up and
that’s points and a half, but Brainerd always plays a huge role because it’s the second-to-last race before heading

into the Countdown. You’ve got to come out of Brainerd with a good race car. We didn’t make up as many points as
we wanted to this weekend, but we have a great race car. Dean Antonelli and John Medlen have been really focusing
on clutch-wear these past couple of races, and we were really happy to run a .93 in the right lane, we just got beat by
a quicker car in the left lane this weekend. The NAPA team did a great job, and it was fun carrying the Pennzoil colors
again this weekend. Now we have a week off to focus on Indianapolis and the playoffs. Right now, the fans are
getting a really good taste of what the Countdown to the Championship will be like this year. Not only are the points
close right now, but the performance of the cars in the Funny Car category right now is something to behold.”
Cruz Pedregon, Cruz Pedregon Racing Snap-on® Tools Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat
(No. 2 Qualifier – 3.874 seconds at 324.67 mph)
Round 1: (0.135-second reaction time, 3.907 seconds at 326.56 mph) defeats No. 15 Gary Densham
(0.092/4.253/270.75)
Round 2: (0.075/3.908/325.45) defeats No. 7 Ron Capps (0.076/3.935/325.45)
Round 3: (0.058/3.933/322.73) defeats No. 11 J.R. Todd (0.074/3.955/321.73)
Round 4: (0.106/3.935/324.83) loss to No. 4 Matt Hagan (0.051/3.923/327.98)
“Great weekend overall for the Snap-on Tools Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat. To qualify in the second qualifying
position with a career best 3.87 (second run) and then hammer out four runs in the 3.9-second range which were
incredibly consistent runs in eliminations was very positive. Especially given that the track was a little warmer today
than yesterday. It was just a strong effort all the way around and it shows that we're coming into our own here going
into the big race at the Dodge//SRT U.S. Nationals. We're not going to hang our heads because that was a close race
in that final with (Matt) Hagan. You know I’d like to have that reaction time back a little bit. I miss the tree there a bit
but overall it was just a solid effort by the team. I'm just proud of the guys.”
TOP FUEL:
Leah Pruett, DSR Mopar Dodge//SRT Dragster
(No. 8 Qualifier – 3.789 seconds at 319.90 mph)
Round 1: (0.097-second reaction time, 4.472 seconds at 179.64 mph) loss to No. 5 Justin Ashley
(0.056/3.765/326.32)
“I’m not sure if there’s an amusement park here at Brainerd, but we sure feel like we’re on a roller coaster with this
season of highs and lows. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again, the number of runs for the team to stay on track is
crucial. So, when we lost our third qualifying session lap to a mechanical malfunction, we were robbed of an
opportunity to learn this tune-up and get better. What we had for Q3 is pretty much what we had for E1, and that’s a
high sixty run and we were just outside of that window. The goal was to turn on win lights. We will not test before
Indy’s Dodge//SRT NHRA U.S. Nationals, but we are real close to breaking through again and we have the
confidence to do it. We appreciate the great fan support this weekend at Brainerd for our Mopar Dodge//SRT team
and now we focus on Indy and the Countdown.”
NHRA Championship Points Standings:
Following the Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals at Brainerd International Raceway
FUNNY CAR (season wins in parentheses)
1.Matt Hagan (Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat) – 865 (2)
2. Bob Tasca III – 850 (2)
2. J.R. Todd – 850 (1)
4. John Force – 849 (3)
5. Ron Capps (Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat) – 840 (1)
6. Robert Hight – 782 (2)
7. Alexis DeJoria – 725
8. Cruz Pedregon (Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat) – 712 (1)
9. Tim Wilkerson– 631
10. Blake Alexander– 470
TOP FUEL (season wins in parentheses)
1. Steve Torrance – 1212 (7)

2. Brittany Force – 829 (1)
3. Antron Brown – 791 (1)
4. Leah Pruett (Mopar Dodge//SRT) – 631 (1)
4. Mike Salinas – 631
6. Shawn Langdon – 620
7. Clay Millican – 519
8. Justin Ashley – 558
9. Billy Torrence – 510 (1)
10. Doug Kalitta – 503
DodgeGarage: Digital Hub for Drag Racing News
Fans can follow all the NHRA action this season at DodgeGarage, the one-stop portal for Dodge//SRT and Mopar
drag-racing news. The site includes daily updates and access to an online racing HQ, news, events, galleries,
available downloads and merchandise. For more information, visit www.dodgegarage.com.
@DodgeMoparMotorsports on Instagram
The @DodgeMoparMotorsports Instagram channel continues to share content capturing Dodge//SRT Mopar drivers
on the track. Fans can see action from the NHRA Camping World Drag Racing Series and NHRA Sportsman
grassroots racers, competing in classes such as Factory Stock Showdown, Stock and Super Stock, as well as
additional motorsports series.
Mopar
Mopar (a simple contraction of the words MOtor and PARts) offers exceptional service, parts and customer care. Born
in 1937 as the name of a line of antifreeze products, the Mopar brand has evolved over more than 80 years to
represent both complete vehicle care and authentic performance for owners and enthusiasts worldwide.
Mopar made its mark in the 1960s during the muscle-car era with performance parts to enhance speed and handling
for both on-road and racing use. Later, the brand expanded to include technical service and customer support. Today,
Mopar integrates service, parts and customer-care operations in order to enhance customer and dealer support
worldwide.
Mopar is part of the portfolio of brands offered by leading global automaker and mobility provider Stellantis. For more
information regarding Stellantis (NYSE: STLA), please visit www.stellantis.com.
Follow Mopar and company news and video on:
Company blog: blog.stellantisnorthamerica.com
Media website: media.stellantisnorthamerica.com
Mopar brand: www.mopar.com
Mopar blog: blog.mopar.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mopar
Instagram: www.instagram.com/officialmopar
Twitter: @OfficialMOPAR
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/mopar and www.youtube.com/StellantisNA
Dodge//SRT
For more than 100 years, the Dodge brand has carried on the spirit of brothers John and Horace Dodge. Their
influence continues today as Dodge shifts into high gear with muscle cars and SUVs that deliver unrivaled
performance in each of the segments where they compete.
2021 marks the year that Dodge is distilled into a pure performance brand, offering Hellcat-powered, 700-plushorsepower SRT versions of every model across the lineup. For the 2021 model year, Dodge delivers the drag-strip
dominating 807-horsepower Dodge Challenger SRT Super Stock, the new 797-horsepower Dodge Charger SRT
Redeye, the most powerful and fastest mass-produced sedan in the world, and the new 710-horsepower Dodge
Durango SRT Hellcat, the most powerful SUV ever. Combined, these three muscle cars make Dodge the industry’s
most powerful brand, offering more horsepower than any other American brand across its entire lineup.
In 2020, Dodge was named the "#1 Brand in Initial Quality," making it the first domestic brand ever to rank No. 1 in the

J.D. Power Initial Quality Study (IQS). The Dodge brand also ranked No. 1 in the J.D. Power APEAL Study (mass
market). These results are historic because it marks the first time a domestic brand has earned top spots in both J.D.
Power studies in the same year.
Dodge is part of the portfolio of brands offered by leading global automaker and mobility provider Stellantis. For more
information regarding Stellantis (NYSE: STLA), please visit www.stellantis.com.
Follow Dodge and company news and video on:
Company blog: blog.stellantisnorthamerica.com
Media website: media.stellantisnorthamerica.com
Dodge brand: www.dodge.com
DodgeGarage: www.dodgegarage.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/dodge
Instagram: www.instagram.com/dodgeofficial
Twitter: @Dodge and @StellantisNA
YouTube: www.youtube.com/dodge and www.youtube.com/StellantisNA

-###Additional information and news from Stellantis are available at: https://media.stellantisnorthamerica.com

